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Testement of Fedro Jos€ tlanca, known also as "pete the Firate.

seing in my ninety seccnd year and belng feeble of body
Jet strong of mind, and realizing that my seafaring days are
over, 1 put these final words on paper that they may owtlast
my earthly existanee.

For years I had roved the seas prying on rieh merenant
ships of Spain anc rortugal and any cthner wunfortunate encugh
to eross my path. In the oSpring of the year of our iord 1678
I musted a crew cn the eoast o1 afriea at tne rort of iripoii.
Kaving a strong seawar thy vessal we set sail rounding the vape
of Good Hope stoplng at rien towns and eoastal cities to piilage
and rob. rortune favored us and when we reached the lndian o _
Ucean we had amassed so mueh gold and jewels taatv our ships hold wWad
Res=t filled and all my men were rieh with booty. For two
years we sailed westward stoplng on deserted islands to bury
treasure and replenish ocur supplys. Finally we reached the
Fort of Hsvana in the Spanish settlement of Cuba. we continued
raiding and being persued by ships of the King of Spain we
were foreed to flee Worthward along the Atlantie eocast. During
a violant storm we were able to lose cur pursuers,- and feering
of falling into their hands we eontinumed sorthwood tilli we reaehed
an area only recently discovered called the Isles of Shoals.
There cn a long streteh of sandy peaeh ealled Eampton, we rested
and lay at anehor going to the shore in long boats to £ill our
water easks with fresh water. On the third day of our stay we
spotted sails on the horizon. 4Afraid of being eaptured I decided
to bury a large portion of my treasure on the beach. we did this
in the dead of night nct wanting to be ouserved by the enemy.
By the light of the full moon on September 30th, 1680 I had wmy
men dig a deep hole about 20 yerds from the shore at low tide.
There I plaeed a lsrge treasure chest eontaining my most preeious
valuables. To mark the spot 1, myself alone, hemuered &
cross and the date 1680 in this manner ( 16 80) wn a large
granit roek along the dune ¢f sand up sbove the waterline. I
chose a large pclder sc that it woula elweys ve ivnere waiting my
return. I also drew a map of the place whiech 1 atiaened tc tnis
testament along with the key that cvpens the treasure chest.

we rowed taek to our ship and sliped awsy in the darkness
unseen oy thos e sent to egpture us.

khen we reached the vaeinity of San Paulc in Brazil through
mugh hardships and diffieulties, tradgedy struek. 4 storm, the
mosti severe I have ever encounted in my long years at sea broke
our ship on the roeks. Unly three of us managed to reaeh land
alive. The other two died scon after of their injuries. I
alone survived to tell the tale.

After wandering sbout for many days In whieh I lost track of
time, saffering from thirst and hunger, I was resuced by a
Franeiscan missionary priest whe carried me to San rauwlo and
cared for me ever,sinee. The cnly pcssession, save myself,



whieh I was able to save was a paeket containing my ITreasure
maps whieh were wraped in oil eloth and thus esceped destruction
by the salt water.

As my life eomes to a elose, I leave these maps and keys
with my dear friend fadre Vietor de Troy, who had the kindness
of earing for me these many years and whe 1s writing this
for me now. Ferhaps in the distant futore someone will be
fortunste enough to reseme my treasures. May God have merey
cn my socul.

Given at San Fawlo, orizil a colony of His Majesty the
Kingof Portugal, on the 9th day of June in the year of our
Lord 1720; to which I do affix my signature: PFedro Jose Blaneco,
(Pete the Pirate). '

I also attaeh a list of the most valuable and prized
" jewels contained in thlis chest.

(furvﬂmr’“ (y ot Blamtos (0



Fartial list of treasure buried in s echest on a sandy beach
called HEampton near the Isles cf Shcals.
Great pearl necklace of the Maharaja of Magadore.
Ruby and diamond pendent onee belonging to queen Isabela of opais
The eight great jewels of the temple of Isis cn hgypt.
The golden cherm bracelet said to pelong to Cleopira.

The great strena of pearls cnee Lelonging to dhaw Jehan of Llran
I'he gclden belt of King Soiomon.

The gold and lvory necklace sel with rubies, emeralds and
saphires from the King of Baroda.

The silver pendent of the King of olam.

A large gold necklace with a cluster of leaves set with a fine
yellowdiamond.

A fine gold chain with three magnificent emeralds taken from
the LDuechess of bgvoy.

Many costly pleces of jJewelry and hundreds of pieees of gold
worth a king's ransome.









