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By BARL 0. ANDERSON
WEIRS. BEACH - Lake

| Winnipesagkee mail service,

which [irsi beaan fo serve

many of the slands 79 years -

ago. 1z sl ftmctwnmg

Ofx  alfferent oraiy have
boen used for the purpose,
and this marks the fourth
Since ie Service was

' iaken over by the Sophie C.

By far the toost famous of
all the hopis was the Uncle
Sam, which plied fhe walers
of the “hig lake™ for 46 years,

| uniil “retived™ nine years ago.

GLDEST IN UL S,

Capt. Bdward J. Lavalle
Jray just begun hz:, 4E vear
as postmaster of the
“tlpating postoifice”

en’-‘i*
in the

world., He i repuiedly the
oldest acuve postmaster HL
ihe [1.8

Lav allce takes pride in the
fact that he 15 slighily older
than the mail service ifself,
which staried m 1892, He was
born on Dec. 14, 1891,

Hfe served as skipper and
postmaster Both for about 30
vears, when the mail was
carried by the original Uncle
San.

This craft was buiit espe-
cially for this service about
1906 by a Mr. Seabury {(fivst

name not  available) frem
Nyaek, N.Y.
Lavallee, reminiseing this

past week, noted thai Seabury
spent some fime stodying the

lake and the cross winds
which prevail on s walers.
His object, it was poinied out,

was  to counsiruet a  boat,
especially  designed lor its

parbendar elements.

The cralt had a “round, {lat
stern.” and its iype had never
belore been built on Win-
nipesaukee, Lavallee recalied.

“You see, the mail had to
be delivered daily”” he
pomnted out, “and a boat was
needed fhat could ply the
irieky waters of fhe ‘bhig
I&k@." Ty

Mail service was officiaily
hegun on Lake Winmipesaukee
by Dr. George Salmarsh in

592, It was carmed on for
three sunmners by his prvate,

'..*

ﬂllll"lll}illlillll!l'llIll!lll!lllllll!li!llll 1

Afoot “steamer.” fthe
“Hobert and Arthur,” named
for his twa sons.

“Dr. Saltmarsh loved Lake
Wmmpvs'mkt,e and ils sur-
roundings,” Lavallee told
Hector Boldue, Gilford his-
torian, in recollecting early
history of the mail service.

FIRST DAY COVERS

Tt was Boldue who eariier
this year originated the idea
of first day covers for the
maiden 1971 mail boat irip.
Two covers were issued, one
commemorting the old Unele
Sam, and the other, the
present mailboat, the Sophie
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| Beer since mim Graham’s:
mEmSaEicement closing Filmore!

&8 = New York City ang the |
Flmore est in San Francisco,

um has gripped the

BSOS The feason that 'Gra-:E

£ S9ve was rising costs, The,
s of dom husiness direc-tly,f
I @ Docking agent are gone. |
oW, aceokding to Graham, |
& Successful acis have over-|
(eed themselves right out of,
$3mea. He foels that the days!
P d@ping by iness withi
-7 ne.

of stockhold-

HAND CANCELLING DEVICE, over  Edward I. Lavallee. Boldue originated
75 years old, used in stamping all mail ihe idea of a “first day” cover for mail-
Processed on the Sophie C mailhoat with  hoat use this year of the only “floating
the “Winnipesaukee” postmark, is ex-

Dostoffice” in the world.
amined here by Heeior Boldue, left, and
and tippy’ in rough weather. |prior to the first mail irip ¢

(Eive Star I_’hnto)
[IF LOATING POI AS a result, it was hard for |{971.

| (Continued from Page 27) | her to take the Storms. ot _One was from Gov. Walter
canie aeross The Broads.” " ﬁftemg, temd {E);gsentedD b
: - While Saltmarsh was a lton H. Stone, dj ctor, Divi-
i it was not checked. f@f&ﬁé’m e physician, it was recollected. |sion of Safety Services.
2 I 1895 Lavallee observed, | he loved the water and loved | Governor Peterson com
Dr. Saltmarsh changed to the | to work with wood. Lavallee | mended Lavallee for his Jong
“Dolphin,” which continued remembers watching him for record, noted that at 79 he i
the island mail service | hours busy in his shop. the oldest active postmaster jn.
aders, they may sul;-c} throngh 1906. It was Dr. Saltmarsh, the

dusiry in an
on{alent. What
ealize as

‘entire nation, and lauded him
y % : “It was known as the ‘RFD veteran postmaster said, who !for his “prompt, efficient ser-
= m_se?v_es. Now is the 7, the veteran boatman | made the finely executed  vice™ to the many islanders in

g S driving exira l‘}ard:l nt;ted, “and had a flag flying | wheel for fhe “Gov. Winnipesankee,
B 7 bk priced iR eifect. This was a 45 | Endicoft” This plece of | gr. City of Lacomia also
2 <o 0ot steamer, with overhang | “magnificent” craftsman- ‘Donored Lavallee with a oita-
book high ing stern, which caused the ship, described as truly a tion, presented by Mayor Rod-
5 : | “Dolphin’” to become ‘rocky Woik of &E’t,LHOWHTBStS lil the 'pec'N. Dyer. :
e price — = T i ceiling of Lavallee’s Bving |
: : 55000 peri;ple.” still another song written 100m at Lakeport, jTEN & NDs :
F51 8 sensible — only fhepn, P : ! | . The Uncle Sam fook over | ¢ isited
- e ¥ Canadian Paul Anka, c e b Dol- . At least 10 islands are visited «
; eg;s gemaglep;gttgcfa‘ The Ocean on Kama Sutra ;‘)‘E’_‘intiadmﬂn from “The Dol- by the mail boat, Loon, Pine, ;
T oo iRecords is a Canadian group e ihst | Dear, Beaver, Three Mile, Bast
- girenit 10 Years o scored big with theirg;irsti Burt Bickford was the first EB ear, Birch, Sandy Guernesey,
[ L , “pyt| “coniractor” for the mail | ) e 2 1
: b Telease in this comntry, “Put! e h g Jolly and Mark. g
JUeTesting to seelyiur Fand in the Hand.” Now, ‘Tun’ on the lake, with awar | Between 35 and 70 pounds of
ome will he fori’with the}r fongw_up release of a confract ti}him. i 1?1’5. 0 st class mail are hand-jed on
X at the begin-tifeq “Deep Enough For Me,” The special boat designed each trip, which Lavallee®
€8C 10 the Gcean is making a strong, by Seabury, which became the estimates as ranging from 5,000

bid for the American concert: Uncle Sam, was built at ¢ "6 0o letters.
Lakeport, near the present |

¥
t

1278 - 7 T

fanlve]

¢_seeking market via the college circuit| Lak : | AN of this mad must ol
L eours September, This group: Irwin Marine. ‘processed during the {rip, tak-
efinifely be among the,  “No other boat on the lake ing apg i
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she was converted from

steam to diesel power in 1844 |

It was a great blow i iis
skipper when a state inspecior
condemned the Uncle Sam as
being “unsafe,” on the basis

' that her hull was “roiien.”
and therefore a danger fo
uman life, aceording f¢ La-
valiee.

“Captain Ed”’ sak
“knew differently,”
plied with the decision ’ the
inspector. He later proved the
“seaworthiness ’ of ths 3 ere
able craft, Lavallee staied. by
taking it apart ‘plank bv

plank,” and sawing
every four feet of the

“There Wwas uno

o

T

i defects whatsoever found in
{ her framework,” the staoper
i emphasized. “Ed Gzalazher
. of the Laconia Citizen an¢ Dr.

. John Perley were mﬁent
when T dismantled the Unel

s LavaLee related to B :c

T 1g the dxstlncw
tive “Winnipesaukee’ postmark. !
Both inceming and outgoing;
mail {from the islands) is
‘handled through the Laconial.
postoffice. The Laconia post-i
master always makes the firsti G

trip each season, this time!

Reginald N. Clement. !
A special act of Congress was!
required to enable the mail boat:
to use the “Winnipesaukee”
postmark. This was done over|,,;
50 years ago. b
Historian Bolduc secured 2z
copy of the actual Act of
Congress, providing this priv-
ilege, through the cooperation of;

|

the General Services Adminis- gregory

4

tration.
it is part of an act approv ed
on March 3, 1917, relative to!
Fost Office Deyartment
Provided, that the maxm&m’
yearly salary of $1,800,” readsk
the act in part, “shall hereafterj

be paid fo the rural carrier onlx
Lake Wmmpesaukee who fur-/Tand on Pennsylvania Avenue.

“and can attest to iis
ness.”

Two interim ecraft
briefiy on the lake, afie

“Unele” was withdrawn
Service.

They were the
cruiser of “Captain Ed.
foot safety craft, durim
summers of 1962 and
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and the Uncle Sam I a
vessel converted to ma. =znd
passenger use, from 1362-1367.

The tradition continzes fo-
day, with the Sophie T,
steel-hulled craft,
the Winnipesaukee Steams
Co., headed by Byron €.
blom.

The Sophie C is just 26 rears
old, and was also built f5z use
on Winnipesaukee, primar
passenger service at fir
diesel-operated, 76 f
length, with a 16-foot he

owned

in
and!

:f:hes
It can carry 150 passengers.
‘SHUTTLE’ SERVICE

For the first three years.
Sophie C provided “shuit
vice from Weirs Bez
Tolfeboro, and later teok over
S an excursion vessel, socon
ing fo Robert B. Murphy,
general manager for the Wi

ar
ser

<. nishes his own equipment.’”

3{l~ i

Copies of the Act of the 6ith
. Congress were made by Bolduc!
from the dicument sent him,
‘and provided the Laconia post-
‘office and the Laconia public
library.

Queried as to how payment
‘that first year compares with|
that now received, Captaln‘
'Lavallee replied that desphe the

greatly increased operations|s

during the intervening 64 years, |

it has not yet doubled thei

original figure.

It is done on a contract basis, J
and yet, Lavallee noted, “durmgl -

the nearly 40 years that T have|
carried the mail,

residents,
a draft of five feet, -f”eefregards as friends.

nipesaukee Steamship Co.
Besides its mail frips,

and also providss aj
1 uight cruise every eveming
weather permitting. The ski

members, Bruce Campbell and
Buce Smlth

=]

|provides regular deliveries on §&
it;both the Fourth of July and @
operates three times an Sun-|

ipper| ke
i Wilbur H. Bigelow, and Crewiservme “No sir-ee,” says Cap-| S
itain Lavallee, “on that day we | g
{rest up for the week ahead, and|

Captain Lavallee was/I wouldn’t have it any other
oresented two citations justiway.”

But far more than the money |
involved,

(the islands, and chat with the'
all of whom

And they are always glad to
sée him every year. Captam
Lavallee has become an “m’

stitution” on the lake, and he "%
the |hopes to carry on the work, just f

as long a5 he is physically able’
to do so.
A particularly unique thing!

-\ about the mailboat serviee is!

that it is probably the on1y1
- postoffice in the world which

Labor Day. This is hecause of
jits peculiar status, as
\independent carrier.

But on Sundays there is no

land buxl(hr-y; on Wmter Street. i

{Bdward J. and Elizabeth Remillard,

the volume | B
has jumped over 150 per cent.”F
is the service which s
4 f(Jl'iLawallae can give, that and the, i
I 15| satifaction of being able fo visit||

he =

an 7' ;

& Coust to Const Servie
@ Full Respansihiﬁiy

Lynne Elwell to Arthur J. and §
Irene Gelinas, land with huﬂdmgs |
on Tarrvtown Road. 1

Edouard Beliveau and Sons Inec. tu i
John and Ruthanne Harrington, i
land with buildings on orth
Adams Street. i

“the

Roger A! g:astmﬂgln bteld Dorothy f
stman, land wi uildings on'}
Upland Street. - ! ONLY
Themas J. and Martha D. Fecteau, § ONE
to Roland A. and Martha D.} s e

Desaulniers, land with builsings on £
Manchester Street.

Catherine G. (Foster) Tenn to!
Catherme G. and Courtenay H.!
land with buildings onl E

Carpenter Street.
Cathenne G. Foster to Joseph An
Dorothy Frost, land anci{
bul]dmgs on Carpenter Street.
Richard and Adelaide Gawthrop
fo Rene J. and Mary C. Paquette,,
land with buildings on Shady Lane.|
nrad A. Guilbert to Marcel A.
and Anita C. Lavenfure, land un*
Cohas Avenue. g
John V. and Charles V. Gunn to
D. and Eileen M. Lane,
lam'l anhd buildings on Union Street.
Victoria Grudack to Stanley and
Brenda Schadick, land with build-
ings on Hillhaven Road.
Clark L. and Sandra }Iu.ntmgtun
to Robert B. Shelley et al, land with
buildings on Wilson Street.

Florence M. Hoy to John C. and
Barbara .  Musick, land withj
buildings on Alder Court. !
Edward J. and Edwina Heiberg to
oger M. and Margaret Paradis,

f SERVING THE NORTH COUNTRY . ..

MT. WHITTIER Branch Off

“UNDER THE GONDOLAS”
RTE. i6 AND 25, WEST OSSIPEE,

FREE DELIVERY AND INSTALLATION
ANYWHERE IN NEW ENGLAND !

Cheetnut%;hﬁﬂx Mok

“HOME SALES, | !N(

John J and. Mary Jaskolka to

land with buildings on Lovenng

Eleanor Kelliher to Eleanor and
William Kelliher, land with build-'
ings on Lake Avénue.

Werner M. and Dorothy H. Koch
tn Soeha Construction Co. Inc., land

1\ buildings on Wellington Road.

Peter J. I-.mg to ward and

MT. WHITTIER OFFICE, WEST OSSIPEE, N. H.
Hours: 10 AM.S P.M. Monday-Friday, Closed Tuesday
10 A.M.-6 P.M. Saturday, 1-6 P.M. Sunday

Home Office, Rochester, N, H. 1-332-4465

Theresa Dunbar, land with build-
mféfslon Goffs Falls Road.
ohn

F. hane tn IlIanchester

fa=e

SPEC'AL SPEC'AL
SALE
OF 5,000,000 BRICKS

AND
UP

F.0.B. cur yards in iot of 544, ligh{' extra charge for less than 54
Some A grades, some B grades, some mixed grades.

CORRIVEAU-ROUTHIER Inc.

159 TEMPLE STREET NASHUA — TEL. 88?-21 57
Tl BRQADWAY DOVER N. H »—«TEL 742-1901
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LACONIA, NEWHAMPSHIRE COMMEMORATES 84 YEARS

OF MAIL SERVICE ON LAKE WINNIPESAUKEI
\ FIRST MAIL RUN JUNE 15,1976




