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The fabulous discovery of two
rare historical documents was
revealed this week by historian
Hector Bolduc of Gilford and
Washington. Outside of the Dec-
faration of Independence, the Bill
of Rightes and the Constitution,
they are reputed to be the most
important documents in the en-
tire history of our nation, signed
by the entire federal administra-
tion, One is entitled “The Admin-
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4, 1876, U. S. Grant President: "
nd the other, “The Beginning of
the 400th .>:=.m<mmm v of the D

%nE.mE = 7 _Was  presi-
ent. Fach is valued at well over
$100,0001

Mr. Boldue, whose interest in
antiques and items of historical
importance iy well known, had
done research on Civil War Col.
James D, McBride (owner of
printing companies in Washington
and several other large cities,
McBride had printed both scrolls
and taken them to Washington
where the varions signatures were
affixed), Tt seems that the col-
onel's son sold at auction for a
couple of dollars, several of his

father's Civil War maps which

were rolled up along with th

.
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Gilford Resident Discovers
Historical Documents
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scrolls. The purchaser traded
them in Washington for an old
Civil War gun, Knowing of Bol-
duc’s interest in Civil War arti-
facts, the new owner then offered
them for sale to the local man,

Although not _sure of ir value
at that {ime, Bolduc had a *‘pre-
monition,” _and _after the pur-

chase, took them to the National

Archive§ 135 May where they re-
mained for several months while
undergoi

examination,

Shorfly affer they had been au-
thenticated by the archives, Bol-
duc happened to read in a De-
cember edition of the Evening
Citizen, an editorial by publisher
Edward J. Gallagher coneerning
Stilson Hutchins, former local
resident, politician and philan-
thropist about whom the latter
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(¥ MHWGOWHQPH.. DOCUMENTS missing fo
in g.wwqo,, ession of Gilford historian Hector Boldue,

r close to 100 years, are now
taining them, took
s odﬂmmwﬁswmm &momﬁ.ﬁ. .
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them to the National Archives in Washington for verifi v. Prior to framing
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been offered over $100,00 each for them,
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‘had previously writter @ book.
The editorlal said in part: “As
2 member of the legislature from
Laconia, he,” (Hutchins, who was
a delegate to the 100th anniver-
sary in Philadelphia), “presented
to the state a framed collection
of the signatures of the President
of the United States, members of
Congress and the U.S. Supreme
Court in office when the country
celebrated its 100th anniversary
in 1876. Addressing the House of
Represeniatives at the time of
the presentation, he informed his
fellow members there was only
one other collection of the fam-
ous signatures in existence. In &
heavy gold frame, inclosing the
autographs, the collection is now
in the state archives building at
Concord, ¥ was restored as nearly
2s possible io #s original condi
ﬂon"when John W. King was gov-
nor.

To say the least, Bolduc was
shocked at the preceding news.
He thought he had the only orig-
inal. Therefore, he Immediately
had photostats made and enclosed
them in a letter sent to Robert
A, Lauze of the Departmeni of
Administration and Control, Di-
!vision of Records in Concord.

“¥¢ would appear,” Lauze wrote
back, that the copy here is not
an original.” .
| This past weekend, Boldue who
iwas here for a few days over
Easier, visited the state archives
with his documents and =t the
same fime inspected theirs, com-
menting on how strange it is that
two originals and one copy have
fonnd their way back to this state.

Gen. McBride, he sa'd, had kept
the two originals and had an en-
graving made in Philadelphia, the
latter being what iz now on dis-
play here. H&%“&%’g@ to
100 years, un v discovery by
Baldue, no one lnew where the
originals Were. . ‘

The National Archives restored
and backed themy with canvas, i
exchange for e loan of the
two ducug‘lg:'ﬁ’_,ﬂh“ 1976 when the
country _observes iis bicenten-
nizl, Iz the weanome, they
have reportedly sent several rep-
resentatives o Bolduc, ]
purchass them Jor the archives.

Alinough Bolduc s not certain
yet just what he will do with his
iremendous find, he has arranged
for them to be framed Immedi-

ately for protection.
The following printed history of

the scrolls accomparied them, e
plaining their history. ¥t was ino
teresting to note that two New
Hampshire segators were the third
and fourth persons to sign the 1376
document,

. History Part I

“eThe Centennial Memorial ens
titled *The Administration of ithe
U.S. Government at the Begine
ning of its Second Century’, shows
the growth of the nat'on during iis
first cenfury, and the men who
administered the government of
July 4, 1876. Every signature upe
en the original document Was
placed there by the hand of the
person whose name it purporis
be, and was affized with the dis-
tinct purpose of constituting this
2 memorial of thai period, and 23
such it must forever stand alone

In addition %o the atiestation
by the Judicial Departments
confirmmg v genuiness, the
seal of the United States was by
authority of an act of Congress.

This statement was exhibited
by the Centennial celebration at
Philadelphia July 4, 1876, gnd
also formed a pert of the gov-
ernment exhibit at the World's
Columbian Exposition at Chica-
go."

Mistory Part IT

srrhe Centennial Memotial was
signed at the executive ntansicn
in the cabinet rcom by the Presic
dent and his cabinet; at the cap-
itol the chief justice and asso-
ciate justices affized their signa-
tures tn the Supreme Court
chamber; the senaiors &sub-
seribed their names lo it in the
vice president’s room; the menie
bers of the House of Represenia-
tives and territorial delegates,
o complete the record, enrolled
their names upon it in the Speak-
er's yoont, d

Thiz arrangement of signas
tures is in the following order:

The President, the cabinet {8
the order of Presidential succes=
sion, the Suprems Court accords
ing to seniority of appomntment,
the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in the geographical

|order of location of state; and

territorial delegates in the ordes
of the creation of their territor-
ies. The senators longest in con-
tinuous service signed first un-
der head of their respective
states, and representatives in
the numerical order of their dis-
tricts.”
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