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sate niche for Laim mass

GILFORD, N.H. In a

" grassy fieid across the road

from a 208-yearoid New
Hampshire farm house,
Father Hector Bolduc plans
to fuifill his dream.

Despite the <Catholic
church’s official disavowai of
his actions, the 352-year-oid
priest will build an old fash-
ioned, New England-style,
white-steepied church where

"~ 225 churchgoers will hear the

mass in Latin.

“1 haven't asked for permis-
sion, nor do I intend to,” said
the maverick priest, who. has
been battiing - the American
Catholic Church for more than
two decades.

Plans for the church have
received ail the necessary town
permits, said Boldue, and con-

. struction is expected to begin

Aug. L

Bolduc is the leader of Tra-
ditional Catholics of New
Hampshire Inc, a group made
up of people who believe the
changes wrought by Vatican II
have resuited in “chaos.”

“More and more, what is
emerging is a nationalistic
American church with less and
less ties to the Roman Cathoiic
Church,” said Bolduc, seated in
the living room of his farm
house.

“Oneness no longer exists_
within the Catholic Church. It
used to be that no matter where
-you. went, prayer, dogma and

" sacraments were the same,””

said Bolduc; a tall, hearty man
who spoke with an increasing
fervor.

“You have now a shopping
for religion in the church. If I
don't like what the locai pastor
says, I'll find another. Some
churches welicome divorce:

‘'some say you don't have to go

to confession anymore. Some
is illegal
while others say do what you

- want.

“In this diocese.” he said. re-
ferring to the Diocese of Man-
chester, “girls serve as aitar
boys even though the Pope has--
condemned it.

“There is no question that
there is a new church, even in
some cases & new religion be-
ing set up in this country dis-
tinct from the Catholic Church
and from Rome. One day there
will be a great schism in the
church.”

Monsignor Francis J. Chris-
tian, chanceilor of the Diocese
of Manchester, said recently
that Bolduc “is giving a mista-
ken impression he is somehow
in concord with the mind of the
Holy Father when it is Rome

| that has condemned the very

views that Father Boiduc

espouses.”

In response to Bolduc’'s ac-
tions, the diocese released a
statement saying the priest
does not have permission to
start a new church and is oper-
ating “caontrary to church law.”

His attempts *‘to hear.

confession . or+ perform mar-
riages for Catholics” will be in-
valid, the statement said.

In the statement, Monsignor
Christian said the diocese is
“saddened by Father Bolduc’s
improper initiative.”

Boilduc’s response is that
“we don’'t want to oppose the
bishop. We don’t want to create
a fervor iike that of. Jim and
Tammy Bakker. We would en-
joy working under the local
Sishop .. but we must.operate
‘without his approvai because of
our faith and our conscience.”

Bolduc’s pians come at a
time when a local Catholic
_group claims that 52 percent of
Catnolics in New England sup-
port a return to the celebration
of the traditional Latin mass.

2.J. Romano, president of
New England Catholic News,
which poiled 1,200 people in six
states, last month said many
churchgoers reported “they
have had trouble adjusting to
the new mass.” -

Romano criticized unortho-
dox methods adopted by some
pastors, such as a Worcester
priest who used a hand puppet
for a children's mass.

Bolduc said traditional
Catholics are especially dis-
turbed at the abandonment of
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ON THIS ROCK: Father Hector Bolduc stands in a field in Gilford,
N.H.. where he plans to build his new church for Latin mass.

the Tridentine mass, celebrat-
ed in Latin by a priest at an
altar, his back to the congrega-
tion.

. Since Vatican Ii, a table has
the altar and the
priest faces the congregation,
saying the mass in the lan-
guage of the church members.

Bolduc has been saying the
traditionai Trideniine mass
since 1974 in a chapel that used
to be the family room of his
farmhouse, just off the kitchen.
Each Sunday, three masses are
offered, with some 70 to 30 peo-
ple in attendance, a number
Boldue said, boosted by recent
publicity about the new church.

Bolduc attended Catholic
University in the late 1360s. but
“1 was removed e-

yas removed from the.d

gree _g{ggggg_.bswﬁe they
were not ha with _my pro-
nounced conservative position.

1 was Trequently at odds with

teacﬁ}lg;;.
1974 he was ordained in
Switzerland by Archbishop

Marcel Lefevbre, a dissident
who left the church after Vati-
can IL

Since then, Bolduc said he
has established 65 traditional
parishes in the United States
and Mexico. Funding comes
from local parishioners, he
said, as it will for the New
Hampshire church.

“Saying the mass in Latin
ties the American bishops to
Rome while they seek indepen-
dence; they see it as an umbili-
cal cord and they want to cut it.

“Why do the bishops fear
me?” he asked rhetorically.
“Why do they fear the mass in
Latin? They fear it because
they know peopie love it and
people will turn to it and it will
tie them that much cioser to
Rome.”
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