Hundreds Visit Kimball Castle’
In Gilford Startedin 1897

HECTOR BOLDUC, an expert on Gilford history,
who worked two and a half years to make open house
possible, shows a group ome of the six inferesting
dining table chairs at Kimball’s Castle. On the backs
of each is carved a large face of a man. The carving is
done in such a manner that the curly hair on either
side of the head forms an entirely different face when
viewed from the right or left profile.

‘ (10,000 ode, walked,

Ithe number will even be higher.

{seer of Kimball’s Wilderness Pre-

b
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A fairy tale come to life, de-
scribes this past weekend at Kim-
ball Castle on Locke’s Hill, Gilford.

<5 _estimated that well over
i, and were
even carried to inspect this fam-
ous landmark, symbol of a by-gene
grandeur. ‘
(Visitors signatures filled three
guestbooks and when the individ-
ual pames, including children
are counted. it is expected that

Guests included Dr. Eric Hanson,
‘trustee of the estate and also trus.
tee of Alvord Wild Life Sanctu-
ary, and Dr. Robert Frye, over-

serve and director of Alvord Wild
Life Sanctuary.

Parked cars extended along|
Raute 11 from the first entrance to
Glendale, as far as Chanticleer
Inn, and parking in the two fields
below the castle was directed by
young Roger Babin of Rochester,
Denis Fentaine and Jimmy Lavoie.
After being gueried endlessly as
to the location of the castle, the
proprictor of the Village store,
posted a sign in the window,
giving complete directions.

Former Employes Visit
People who used to work in the
castle, returned to reminisce
(one recalled the handsome orien-
tal rugs which once graced the
halls), and one whose father as-

sisted in its construction, brought
(Continued on Page Three)




MICHIGAN TRIPLETS, formerly of
conia, were among many hundreds of
rsons who visited the famed Kimball’s
stle in Gilford over the weekend as it

s opened to the public for

1. Left to right in left panel, admiring
» hreath-taking view of Lake Winnipe-
ukee and the White Mountains are,
Flaine and Ellen Forster. They
e the daughters of Mr. and Mrs. Robert

leen,

rster of Waterford, Mich.,

the first T L)

RailroatThe place 15 owned by the Al
vord Wild Life Sanctuary of Bear Island,
and it is hoped, may eventually be de-
veloped for a wild life refuge.

: (Earl 0. Anderson Photos)
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Kimball Castle Open foPublic; 8,000 on Tour

GILEFORD — More than 8,000
attended the two - day . open
house this weekend at the famed
Kimball’s Castle on Locke’
Hill, There were 3,000 on Satur-
day and more than 5,000 yester-

day.
Thirfy states

the .arrangements.

sented.

tion yesterday.
1 The ﬂ ;

A
S L

: and at .least
four foreign .mations were Yep-
resented, according to Hector
Bolduc of this fown who headed
] England,
Germany, Canada and Mexico
were among the nations repre-

The castle tour was free to
all, but many persons made
contributions toward its restora-

Concord, railroad magnate, was
estimated to have cost in the
vicinity of a half million dol-
lars to build. z

This weekend was the first
time in its history that it has
been opened to .the public. So
great was the interest shown
that Bolduc said it is possible
that another open house might
be held next weekend.

Kimball, the builder, occu-

s

his -death about 1930. His
loite Kimball,

years ago-

pied the castle summers until
daughter-inlaw, Mrs. Char-

summered
there until her death four

At that time she Willed the

property to the Alvord Wild
Life Sanctuary on Bear Is-
land, Lake Winnipesaukee. It
is hoped that the society may
eventually restore fhe castle
and its many acres of grounds
to their original condition.

Bolduc, an authority on
past Gilford history, and on
restoration of old buildings,
and widely fraveled in this
country and Burope, is one of
a family of 13 children.

He conducted fours in
French and German.

3, e

Kimball Castle Tour
Draws 8,000 Visitors

4" polduc also provided some

collection of an-

—{ tiques and_spent about $2,000

lof his own_money for the
iproject.

| One rare item, 2 Sheffield
ring case, was reparted stolen

"Saturda om the room- once
Loccupi I{jITJ-mball, and be-

e ]
|cause %ﬁsﬁe guards

-were posted vesterday.

i______.__.
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AlL Quhgm%g?&@;mth
his parents, . _and Mzs. .

Charles Bold! . part in
helping to prepare the build--
ing for viewi is weekend.
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